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It is true that lie is the chief magistrate of the district,
but he has very little direct concern with the actual
trial of the criminal cases in his district. But the
title of " collector-magistrate" exists in Bengal, and
therefore we must deal with it. In reality he is the
administrator of a small province which contains a
population from one to two million inhabitants. For
the details of his administration he has civilian and
non-civilian subordinates, each of whom is invested
with certain fiscal or magisterial powers. He distri-
butes the work of the district amongst these officers.
To one he assigns the care of his treasury and
accounts; to another he delegates the management of
the excise; to a third he makes over the duty of
measuring and assessing landed estates which require
a readjustment of the burden of their land revenue;
to a fourth he entrusts the special care of those
properties belonging to minors and others which come
under him as the representative of the Court of
Wards. In his magisterial capacity he makes over
certain classes of criminal cases to certain subordinates,
or assigns to them a limited local jurisdiction for the
criminal cases that may occur in it. He is the head
of the police of the district, although he has a special
officer styled the district superintendent of police by
whom all the details of police work are carried on.
He is usually the chairman of municipal committees^
and of any local body of management connected with
education, hospitals, or charitable dispensaries. All